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Matters came to a head for the Scottish
surface coal industry in 2013 when
Scottish Coal (Scottish Resources
Group) and ATH (Aardvark) folded.
With these companies in
administration, it soon became dear
that there was insufficient bond money
to restore Sites to anything like full
pre-mine condition.
A Coal Task Force was formed by
the Scottish Government and one
of the issues highlighted was the
contractual arrangements between
the land-owning community and coal
mining companies.
Understandably, little is known
about the commercial contracts
drawn up between landowner. tenant
and operator. However. joint liability
responsibilities exist and, in the light
of industry insolvencies, landowners
are urge? to move with caution in
considering any new arrangements
with operators.
The task force has now met nine
times and while it is close to reaching

Sites. New Sites may be few
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"No one can be complacent about

has a substantial impact on the land
and surrounding communities:
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authority or the Scottish Government
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to emphasise that not only must sites
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ensure they are completely satisfied
with the arrangements, financial
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